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to be one of the most eloquent and masterly ever
delivered in the House of Commons, whether we judge
it "by the impressions of the time, or by the effect of the
report of it upon our own minds.1

There is nothing in it comparable to that superb
passage in which the greatest writer of the century
in its last decade defended a natural aristocracy.2
Nevertheless it is an excellent setting for what a first-
rate judge of our own day used to describe as the very
best parliamentary argument he knew, excepting Mr.
Gladstone's speech on the taxation of charities. Wai-
pole's reasoning, and the energy with which it was urged,
led to the rejection of the bill by a triumphant majority
of two hundred and sixty-nine against one hundred and
seventy-seven.

1 This famous speech is given in outline hy Coxe, chap, xviii.
2'Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs, p. 217 (ed. 1818).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